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great light had gone out. And among these others was the man
left to bear the burden, the weight of which he knew only too
well was too great for him—Hermann Mueller. Not even two
chancellorships, not even adulation, and, what amounted to the
same thing, the denunciation of the extremist rabbles, not even
his knowledge of his own eminence as the leader of a great party,
had cured the chancellor of a noble sense of his own shortcomings
as a national leader, and it was with a profound sense of depriva-
tion that he assumed the whole responsibility of a task of which
Stresemann had taken so disproportionately large a share.
It was with a heavy heart that he turned to the reconstruction
of the cabinet, a reconstruction that quite unnecessarily took a
month to complete. It was imperative at this stage to have a
strong foreign minister to meet what would probably be delaying
tactics on the part of the French—actually it was not until
January 1930 that the Young plan was finally accepted. There
was, such was Germany's lack of statesmen, no obvious successor
to Stresemann, and when the Populists claimed the reversion of
the ministry on party grounds there was no particularly valid
argument against the claim. A chancellor very sure of himself
might have risked party wrath and brought in one or other of
Stresemann3 s professional associates; Sthamer, Schubert, or, at
a pinch, even Hoesch, would have made a capable enough minister
at a time when it was not so much prestige as skill that was
needed. But departure from the rule of party was impossible for
Mueller. He would have liked a Socialist, but that would have
provoked a coalition crisis and in any case there was no one to
fit the bill; the Centrists could not agree on a candidate and so
the easiest way all round was to yield to the Populist demand.
In front of the Hugenberg agitation a rift in the coalition could
not be permitted; the economic minister, Curtius, was transferred
to the Foreign Office and his previous post taken by a fellow-
Populist. Julius Curtius was a jurist of distinction, a man of
culture and ability, an administrator of considerable talent, but
neither by temperament nor character a man for dangerous occa-
sions. A good speaker, capable of the long view though not very
capable of being critical of what he viewed.* he had never been

